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arly modern biotechnology applications in health, agriculture, environment, industry are today increasingly

found in food production. As consequence, new food sources are obtained by replacing traditional ones.
Religious and ethical concerns influence individual consumption preferences, therefore, consumers want
to know what they eat and make their preferences accordingly. Unveiling the benefits and harms of modern
biotechnological foods, which require interdisciplinary study, is a necessity not only for Muslims, but for all
humanity. For this reason, different aspects of these foods need to be investigated by the related disciplines
including Islamic law for especially halal nutrition in the great benefit of all humanity. As individuals and as a
society, Muslims are responsible for producing, consuming and trading their food not according to their wishes,
but within the halal boundaries provisioned by Islam. The legitimacy of halal nutrition is thus based on the
provisions of the Quran and Sunnah that aim at protecting five essential universal values, namely life, reason,
religion, generation and property. We outline how the Islamic law methodology can be applied to the issues of
modern food biotechnology in an interdisciplinary framework, by combining the pillars of Islam and scientific
knowledge, and thus promoting what is morally, legally and economically beneficial for halal nutrition for all
humanity, Muslims and non-Muslims. We reach the conclusion that there are no definitive provisions set by
Islamic law about these issues but they can be resolved within the scope of maslahah and maqasid, which is to
achieve the righteous and eliminate the harmful. Halal nutrition that Muslims particularly should respect has
potential benefits for all humanity. The similarities between halal and other ethical practices in the context of
universal values concerning both Muslims and non-Muslims will provide an opportunity for global recognition
of healthy nutrition.
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