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We Will ALL Be Space Engineers
Abstract:
For decades, space advocates and visionaries have predicted that in the future there will 
be industry and cities in space.  In the past few years, a few billionaires have famously 
shown that industry can get into the spacecraft launch business independently, without 
being funded through government contracts.  On the International Space Station, 
entrepreneurs are demonstrating how the space environment can enable making new 
products.  Although we aren’t where the visionaries of the 1970s thought we would be by 
now, we are developing a much clearer picture of how the human economy will expand 
into space, and what we expect to be doing there in the not-so-distant future.  In this 
presentation, one of those space visionaries shares expectations for industrialization 
and settlement in space, and describes how all of the engineering disciplines involved 
with developing and maintaining infrastructure on Earth will be needed to develop 
and maintain infrastructure in space and on the Moon—whether they know it or not 
now, companies currently supplying products for customers on Earth will likely be 
supplying products for customers in space, and they will likely conclude that the best 
manufacturing sites for supplying space communities are in space.
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