
Open AccessISSN: 2684-4931

Journal of Microbial PathogenesisPerspective
Volume 08:05, 2024

*Address for Correspondence: Celeste Ambrose, Department of Virology and 
Bacteriology, University of San Carlos, Cebu City 6000, Philippines, E-mail: 
ambrose.celeste@usc.edu.ph
Copyright: © 2024 Ambrose C. This is an open-access article distributed 
under the terms of the Creative Commons Attribution License, which permits 
unrestricted use, distribution, and reproduction in any medium, provided the 
original author and source are credited.
Received: 11 September, 2024, Manuscript No. jmp-24-152121; Editor Assigned: 
13 September, 2024, Pre QC No. P-152121; Reviewed: 24 September, 2024, 
QC No. Q-152121; Revised: 30 September, 2024, Manuscript No. R-152121; 
Published: 07 October, 2024, DOI: 10.37421/2684-4931.2024.8.207

Introduction
Periodontal disease, a prevalent oral health problem, poses serious 

risks to both oral and systemic health. It involves the chronic inflammation 
and infection of the structures surrounding and supporting the teeth, primarily 
due to the accumulation of pathogenic bacteria in the oral cavity. These 
bacteria, along with the body’s immune response, lead to the degradation of 
the supporting tissue and bone, which can ultimately result in tooth loss if left 
untreated. Traditional methods for managing periodontal disease often involve 
mechanical debridement and the use of antimicrobial agents. However, due 
to concerns over antibiotic resistance and the adverse effects associated with 
some chemical agents, there is a growing demand for alternative treatments 
that are both effective and safe for long-term use [1].

Recent advances in research have highlighted the potential of natural 
compounds, such as melatonin and curcumin, in combating periodontal 
pathogens. Melatonin, a hormone primarily secreted by the pineal gland, is 
known for its antioxidant and anti-inflammatory properties. Beyond its role 
in regulating sleep-wake cycles, melatonin has been observed to enhance 
immune responses and mitigate oxidative stress. Curcumin, the active 
compound in turmeric, possesses potent anti-inflammatory, antimicrobial, and 
antioxidant properties. Both melatonin and curcumin have been investigated 
for their potential to control inflammation and bacterial infections, making 
them promising candidates for incorporation into oral care products aimed at 
managing periodontal disease [2].

Description
The clinical trial was designed as a randomized, double-blind, placebo-

controlled study to evaluate the efficacy of a toothpaste containing melatonin 
and curcumin in reducing periodontal bacteria. A total of 200 participants 
with mild to moderate periodontal disease were recruited for the study. The 
participants were randomly assigned to two groups: one group received 
the melatonin and curcumin toothpaste, while the control group received a 
placebo toothpaste devoid of active ingredients. The trial spanned a period of 
12 weeks, during which the participants were instructed to brush their teeth 
twice daily with their assigned toothpaste and follow their usual oral hygiene 
routine without altering any other aspects of their diet or lifestyle that could 
potentially affect oral health [3]. 

The choice of melatonin and curcumin for this study was driven by 
their distinct but complementary biological properties. Melatonin, as an 
endogenous antioxidant, scavenges free radicals and reduces oxidative 

stress, which is a contributing factor to periodontal tissue breakdown. 
Additionally, melatonin has demonstrated anti-inflammatory effects by 
downregulating pro-inflammatory cytokines and modulating immune cell 
activity. This ability to reduce inflammation is particularly valuable in the 
context of periodontal disease, where chronic inflammation exacerbates 
tissue destruction and hampers healing. Furthermore, melatonin has been 
observed to stimulate fibroblast proliferation and enhance the synthesis of 
collagen, which are essential processes in the repair and regeneration of 
periodontal tissues. Curcumin, on the other hand, is a well-documented anti-
inflammatory agent known to inhibit the production of inflammatory mediators, 
such as prostaglandins and leukotrienes. Curcumin also exhibits antimicrobial 
properties that can disrupt the growth of pathogenic bacteria associated with 
periodontal disease, including Porphyromonas gingivalis and Aggregatibacter 
actinomycetemcomitans. The anti-biofilm activity of curcumin is particularly 
noteworthy, as biofilms play a crucial role in the persistence and resilience 
of periodontal pathogens within the oral cavity. By preventing bacterial 
adherence to surfaces and disrupting existing biofilms, curcumin may reduce 
bacterial colonization and facilitate a healthier oral microbiome [4].

In addition to its clinical benefits, the development of a toothpaste 
with natural active ingredients aligns with the growing trend towards 
environmentally sustainable and health-conscious consumer products. The 
use of plant-derived compounds like curcumin not only reduces reliance on 
synthetic chemicals but also taps into the traditional medicinal properties of 
turmeric, which has been used in various cultures for centuries. Similarly, 
melatonin, although produced synthetically for commercial purposes, is 
a naturally occurring hormone with a well-established safety profile. The 
incorporation of these compounds into oral care products offers a holistic 
approach to health that resonates with consumers who prioritize natural and 
eco-friendly solutions [5].

Conclusion
The success of this trial paves the way for further research into the 

use of natural compounds in oral healthcare. Additional studies with larger 
sample sizes and longer follow-up periods would be beneficial to validate 
these findings and assess the long-term impact of melatonin and curcumin 
on periodontal health. Moreover, exploring the effects of these compounds 
on systemic health outcomes could provide valuable insights into their 
potential role in reducing the risk of systemic diseases linked to periodontal 
inflammation and bacterial dissemination.

In conclusion, the incorporation of melatonin and curcumin into a 
toothpaste formulation offers a novel and promising approach to managing 
periodontal disease. This study demonstrates that natural compounds can be 
effectively harnessed to combat periodontal pathogens, reduce inflammation, 
and promote periodontal health, ultimately contributing to a holistic approach 
to oral care. As research in this field continues to evolve, the integration of such 
natural agents into everyday oral hygiene products could mark a significant 
advancement in preventive healthcare, with benefits extending beyond the 
oral cavity to encompass overall health and well-being.

Acknowledgement
None.

Celeste Ambrose*
Department of Virology and Bacteriology, University of San Carlos, Cebu City 6000, Philippines

A Randomized Clinical Trial of a Toothpaste Including Melatonin 
and Curcumin to Combat Periodontal Bacteria

mailto:ambrose.celeste@usc.edu.ph


J Microb Path, Volume 08:05, 2024Ambrose C.

Page 2 of 2

How to cite this article: Ambrose, Celeste. “A Randomized Clinical Trial 
of a Toothpaste Including Melatonin and Curcumin to Combat Periodontal 
Bacteria.” J Microb Path 8 (2024): 207.

Conflict of Interest
None.

References
1.	 Tarocco, Anna, Natascia Caroccia, Giampaolo Morciano and Mariusz R. 

Wieckowski, et al. "Melatonin as a master regulator of cell death and inflammation: 
Molecular mechanisms and clinical implications for newborn care."  Cell Death 
Dis 10 (2019): 1-12. 

2.	 Guimaraes, Morgana R., Sabrina Garcia de Aquino, Leila S. Coimbra and Luis C. 
Spolidorio, et al. "Curcumin modulates the immune response associated with LPS-
induced periodontal disease in rats." Innat Immun 18 (2012): 155-163. 

3.	 Pulcini, R., F. Avolio, B. Sinjari and I. Robuffo, et al. "Evaluation and efficiency 

of curcumin against periodontal bacteria: An in vitro study."  J Biol Regulat 
Homeostatic Agent 35 (2021): 725-728. 

4.	 Stoyell, Karissa A., Jennifer L. Mappus and Mona A. Gandhi. "Clinical efficacy 
of turmeric use in gingivitis: A comprehensive review." Complement Therap Clin 
Prac 25 (2016): 13-17. 

5.	 Muglikar, Sangeeta, Kalpak Chandrakant Patil, Sumanth Shivswami and Rashmi 
Hegde. "Efficacy of curcumin in the treatment of chronic gingivitis: A pilot 
study." Oral Health Prev Dent 11 (2013). 

https://www.nature.com/articles/s41419-019-1556-7
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41419-019-1556-7
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/1753425910392935
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/1753425910392935
https://europepmc.org/article/med/33910330
https://europepmc.org/article/med/33910330
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S1744388116300615
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S1744388116300615
https://openurl.ebsco.com/EPDB%3Agcd%3A9%3A285737/detailv2?sid=ebsco%3Aplink%3Ascholar&id=ebsco%3Agcd%3A86654559&crl=c
https://openurl.ebsco.com/EPDB%3Agcd%3A9%3A285737/detailv2?sid=ebsco%3Aplink%3Ascholar&id=ebsco%3Agcd%3A86654559&crl=c

