
Open AccessISSN: 2090-0902

Journal of Physical MathematicsBrief Report
Volume 15:04, 2024

A Review of the Geometrical Aspects in the Optics of Linear 
Fresnel Concentrators
Zúñiga Menon*
Department of Physics, University of Stellenbosch, Stellenbosch, South Africa

*Address for Correspondence: Zúñiga Menon, Department of Physics, University 
of Stellenbosch, Stellenbosch, South Africa, E-mail: menonzuniga@gmail.com
Copyright: © 2024 Menon Z. This is an open-access article distributed under the 
terms of the Creative Commons Attribution License, which permits unrestricted 
use, distribution, and reproduction in any medium, provided the original author 
and source are credited.
Received: 01 July, 2024, Manuscript No. Jpm-24-145599; Editor Assigned: 03 
July, 2024, PreQC No. P-145599;  Reviewed:  17 July, 2024, QC No. 
Q-145599; Revised: 23 July, 2024, Manuscript No. R-145599; Published: 31 July, 
2024, DOI: 10.37421/2090-0902.2024.15.491

Introduction
The growing global demand for renewable energy has led to increased 

interest in solar energy technologies, particularly in the domain of solar thermal 
power generation. Solar concentrators, which focus sunlight onto a small area 
to generate high temperatures, play a crucial role in this field. Among the 
various types of solar concentrators, Linear Fresnel Concentrators stand out 
due to their simplicity, cost-effectiveness, and adaptability. The performance 
of LFCs heavily depends on the geometrical aspects of their optical design, 
which influences the concentration of sunlight and, consequently, the 
efficiency of the system. This review focuses on the geometrical optics of 
LFCs, highlighting key design parameters, efficiency considerations, and 
future trends. Linear Fresnel Concentrators are a type of solar concentrator 
that uses multiple flat or slightly curved mirrors (also known as facets) 
arranged in parallel rows to focus sunlight onto a linear receiver positioned 
above the mirrors. The receiver, which typically contains a heat-absorbing 
fluid, is heated by the concentrated sunlight, producing thermal energy that 
can be converted into electricity.

Description
Historically, LFCs were developed as a more cost-effective alternative 

to parabolic troughs, which require large, precisely curved mirrors. The 
linear arrangement of mirrors in LFCs simplifies the design and reduces the 
structural support needed, making them more economical to manufacture 
and install. Compared to other solar concentrators, LFCs have several 
advantages, including lower material costs, simpler tracking systems, and 
reduced land use. However, their optical performance is highly dependent 
on the geometrical arrangement of the mirrors and the accuracy of the solar 
tracking system. Geometrical optics, which deals with the propagation of light 
rays through optical systems, is central to the design and operation of LFCs. 
Key principles of geometrical optics, such as reflection, refraction, and light 
concentration, are essential for understanding how LFCs function. In LFCs, 
mirrors reflect sunlight onto the receiver. The angle of incidence, reflection 
angles, and the position of the receiver all play a crucial role in determining 
how effectively the sunlight is concentrated. Ray tracing, a technique used to 
simulate the paths of light rays through the optical system, is often employed 
to optimize the design of LFCs [1].

Proper alignment and orientation of the mirrors are critical for maximizing 
the concentration of sunlight on the receiver. The mirrors must be angled 
precisely to reflect sunlight onto the receiver, considering the sun's position 
throughout the day. The mirrors must be arranged to focus sunlight onto a 
specific point on the receiver. The focal length, or the distance between the 

mirrors and the receiver, is a key parameter that affects the concentration 
ratio and optical efficiency. The spacing between adjacent mirrors impacts 
the amount of sunlight that reaches the receiver. If the mirrors are too closely 
spaced, they may block sunlight from reaching other mirrors, reducing the 
overall efficiency. Conversely, if they are too far apart, some sunlight may 
be lost due to spillage. The shape, size, and position of the receiver are also 
crucial factors in the geometrical design of LFCs. The receiver must be large 
enough to capture the concentrated sunlight but small enough to minimize heat 
losses. Additionally, the position of the receiver relative to the mirrors must 
be optimized to ensure maximum energy absorption. Solar tracking systems 
are used to adjust the orientation of the mirrors to follow the sun's movement 
across the sky. The accuracy and precision of the tracking system directly 
impact the optical performance of the LFC. Geometrical considerations, such 
as the angle of rotation and the speed of adjustment, are important factors in 
the design of solar tracking systems [2].

The optical efficiency of an LFC system is a measure of how effectively it 
concentrates sunlight onto the receiver. Several factors influence the optical 
efficiency, including mirror reflectivity, receiver absorptivity, and the accuracy 
of the geometrical design. Shading occurs when one mirror casts a shadow 
on another, reducing the amount of sunlight that reaches the receiver. This is 
particularly problematic in densely packed mirror arrays. Blocking happens 
when one mirror obstructs the path of sunlight to another mirror, preventing 
it from reflecting sunlight onto the receiver. Spillage refers to the loss of 
sunlight that is not concentrated onto the receiver and is instead reflected 
away from the system. This can occur due to improper alignment of the 
mirrors or inaccuracies in the tracking system.To minimize these losses, 
careful attention must be paid to the geometrical design of the LFC system. 
Techniques such as staggered mirror arrangements, adaptive mirror designs, 
and precise solar tracking can help reduce shading, blocking, and spillage, 
thereby improving optical efficiency [3].

Recent advancements in LFC technology have focused on improving 
the geometrical design of the system to enhance performance. Instead of 
using large, continuous mirrors, some LFC designs use segmented mirrors 
that can be individually adjusted. This allows for more precise control of the 
reflection angles and better alignment with the sun's position. Slightly curved 
mirrors can improve the concentration of sunlight by reducing spillage and 
improving focus. Curved mirrors also reduce the impact of shading and 
blocking compared to flat mirrors. Adaptive mirrors can change their shape or 
orientation in response to changing sunlight conditions, allowing for optimal 
performance throughout the day. These mirrors can be controlled by sensors 
and actuators to continuously adjust their alignment. While most LFCs use 
single-axis tracking systems, which adjust the mirrors' orientation in one 
direction, dual-axis tracking systems allow for more precise alignment with the 
sun's path. This improves the concentration of sunlight and reduces optical 
losses [4].

Some LFC designs incorporate elements from other solar concentrator 
technologies, such as parabolic troughs or heliostats, to improve performance. 
These hybrid systems can achieve higher concentration ratios and better 
optical efficiency. LFCs have been successfully implemented in various solar 
thermal power plants around the world. These systems are used to generate 
electricity by converting solar energy into thermal energy, which is then used 
to produce steam that drives a turbine. One notable example is the Kimberlina 
Solar Thermal Power Plant in California, which uses an LFC system to 
generate up to 5 MW of electricity. The plant's success can be attributed to 
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the careful optimization of the geometrical design, including mirror alignment, 
receiver positioning, and solar tracking. Another example is the Liddell Power 
Station in Australia, which uses LFC technology to supplement the existing 
coal-fired power plant [5].

Conclusion 
LFC system provides additional thermal energy to reduce the plant's 

reliance on fossil fuels, demonstrating the potential of LFCs in hybrid power 
generation systems. Comparative studies have shown that while LFCs may 
have lower optical efficiency than parabolic troughs or heliostats, they offer 
significant cost savings and simpler maintenance requirements. These 
advantages make LFCs an attractive option for large-scale solar thermal 
power plants, particularly in regions with high solar insolation.

Acknowledgement
None.

Conflict of Interest
None.

References
1. Francia, G. "Pilot plants of solar steam generating stations." Sol Energy 12 (1968): 

51-64.

2. Singh, R. N., S. S. Mathur and T. C. Kandpal. "Some geometrical design aspects of 
a linear fresnel reflector concentrator." Int J Energy Res 4 (1980): 59-67.

3. Singhal, A. K., R. N. Singh, T. C. Kandpal and S. S. Mathur. "Geometrical 
concentration characteristics of a linear Fresnel reflector using a fin receiver." 
Optical Application 12 (1982): 373.

4. Singhal, A. K., M. S. Sharma, B. S. Negi and S. S. Mathur. "Performance testing of 
a linear Fresnel reflector." Int J Energy Res 10 (1986): 39-46.

5. Goswami, R. P., B. S. Negi, H. K. Sehgal and G. D. Sootha. "Optical designs and 
concentration characteristics of a linear Fresnel reflector solar concentrator with a 
triangular absorber." Sol Energy Mater 21 (1990): 237-251. 

How to cite this article: Menon, Zúñiga. “A Review of the Geometrical Aspects 
in the Optics of Linear Fresnel Concentrators.” J Phys Math 15 (2024): 491.

https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/0038092X68900248
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1002/er.4440040107
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1002/er.4440040107
https://opticaapplicata.pwr.edu.pl/files/pdf/1982/no34/optappl_1234p273.pdf
https://opticaapplicata.pwr.edu.pl/files/pdf/1982/no34/optappl_1234p273.pdf
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1002/er.4440100105
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1002/er.4440100105
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/0165163390900578
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/0165163390900578
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/0165163390900578

