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Introduction
Myelodysplastic Neoplasms (MDNs), often referred to as Myelodysplastic 

Syndromes (MDS), are a group of clonal bone marrow disorders characterized 
by ineffective hematopoiesis, peripheral blood cytopenias and an increased 
risk of progression to Acute Myeloid Leukemia (AML). Historically, the 
diagnosis and classification of MDNs were based on clinical features, blood 
counts and bone marrow morphology. However, the advent of advanced 
genomic technologies, improved cytogenetic techniques and a deeper 
understanding of disease pathogenesis have revolutionized the approach to 
diagnosing and classifying MDNs [1].

Genomic and molecular advances

Next-Generation Sequencing (NGS): NGS has become a cornerstone in 
the genomic analysis of MDNs. It allows for the comprehensive identification of 
genetic mutations and epigenetic alterations that drive disease pathogenesis. 
Key mutations identified include those in genes such as SF3B1, TET2, 
DNMT3A and ASXL1. The integration of NGS data into diagnostic workflows 
has improved the precision of MDN diagnosis and has provided insights into 
the molecular underpinnings of the disease [2].

Epigenetic modifications: Research has demonstrated that epigenetic 
changes, such as DNA methylation and histone modifications, play a 
significant role in MDNs. The identification of specific epigenetic alterations 
has led to the development of targeted therapies that aim to reverse these 
modifications, offering new treatment avenues for patients [3].

Single-cell sequencing: This technology provides insights into the 
heterogeneity of the hematopoietic stem and progenitor cell populations in 
MDNs. Single-cell sequencing has revealed the clonal architecture of MDNs, 
uncovering subclonal populations that may contribute to disease progression 
and resistance to therapy [4].

Description
Cytogenetic advancements

Chromosomal abnormalities: Cytogenetic analysis remains a 
fundamental component in the diagnosis and classification of MDNs. Recent 
advances include the use of high-resolution chromosomal microarray 
analysis (CMA) and fluorescence in situ hybridization (FISH) techniques to 
detect submicroscopic chromosomal abnormalities. These techniques have 
enhanced the detection of rare cytogenetic abnormalities and improved risk 
stratification.

Genetic profiling: The integration of genetic profiling with traditional 

cytogenetic methods has improved the diagnostic accuracy and prognostic 
assessment of MDNs. Profiling for recurrent genetic abnormalities such as 
deletions of chromosome 5q and 7q, as well as complex karyotypes, has 
refined classification systems and guided therapeutic decisions.

Refined classification systems

WHO Classification: The World Health Organization (WHO) classification 
of MDNs has evolved to incorporate advances in molecular and cytogenetic 
findings. The current classification system includes categories based on 
specific genetic mutations, cytogenetic abnormalities and morphologic 
features. This refined classification helps in better prognostication and 
personalized treatment strategies.

Prognostic Scoring Systems: The International Prognostic Scoring 
System (IPSS) and its revised version (IPSS-R) remain integral in assessing 
the prognosis of MDNs. These systems incorporate clinical, cytogenetic 
and molecular data to stratify patients into different risk categories, guiding 
treatment decisions and clinical trial eligibility [5].

Clinical implications
Targeted therapies: Advances in understanding the molecular basis of 

MDNs have led to the development of targeted therapies aimed at specific 
genetic and epigenetic alterations. For example, inhibitors of DNA methylation 
and histone deacetylase are being used in clinical trials with promising results.

Personalized medicine: The integration of genomic, cytogenetic and 
clinical data facilitates a more personalized approach to treatment. By tailoring 
therapies based on individual genetic profiles and disease characteristics, 
clinicians can improve outcomes and minimize treatment-related toxicity.

Conclusion
The advancements in the diagnosis and classification of myelodysplastic 

neoplasms have significantly enhanced our understanding of these complex 
disorders. The integration of genomic and molecular technologies, improved 
cytogenetic techniques and refined classification systems have led to more 
accurate diagnoses, better risk stratification and the development of targeted 
therapies. Ongoing research and technological innovations will continue to 
drive progress in this field, ultimately leading to improved patient outcomes 
and a deeper understanding of the pathogenesis of MDNs.

Acknowledgement
None.

Conflict of Interest
There are no conflicts of interest by author.

References
1. Florez, Marcus A., Brandon T. Tran, Trisha K. Wathan and James DeGregori, et 

al. "Clonal hematopoiesis: Mutation-specific adaptation to environmental change." 
Cell Stem Cell 29 (2022): 882-904.

mailto:djameson@mfa.gwu.edu
mailto:djameson@mfa.gwu.edu
https://www.cell.com/cell-stem-cell/fulltext/S1934-5909(22)00206-5


J Cytol Histol, Volume 15:04, 2024

Page 2 of 2

Damian J.

2. Chen, Chun-Wei, Linda Zhang, Ravi Dutta and Abhishek Niroula, et al. "SRCAP 
mutations drive clonal hematopoiesis through epigenetic and DNA repair 
dysregulation." Cell Stem Cell 30 (2023): 1503-1519.

3. Lin, Shouheng, Ruocong Zhao, Yiren Xiao and Peng Li. "Mechanisms determining 
the fate of hematopoietic stem cells." Stem Cell Investig 2 (2015).

4. Bogeska, Ruzhica, Ana-Matea Mikecin, Paul Kaschutnig and Malak Fawaz, et al. 
"Inflammatory exposure drives long-lived impairment of hematopoietic stem cell 
self-renewal activity and accelerated aging." Cell stem cell 29 (2022): 1273-1284.

5. Michaud, Martin, Laurent Balardy, Guillaume Moulis and Clement Gaudin, et al. 
"Proinflammatory cytokines, aging, and age-related diseases." J Am Med Dir Assoc 
14 (2013): 877-882.

How to cite this article: Damian, Jameson. “Advancements in the Diagnosis 
and Classification of Myelodysplastic Neoplasms.’’ J Cytol Histol  15 (2024): 759.

https://www.cell.com/cell-stem-cell/abstract/S1934-5909(23)00358-2
https://www.cell.com/cell-stem-cell/abstract/S1934-5909(23)00358-2
https://www.cell.com/cell-stem-cell/abstract/S1934-5909(23)00358-2
https://sci.amegroups.org/article/view/6409/7194
https://sci.amegroups.org/article/view/6409/7194
https://www.cell.com/cell-stem-cell/fulltext/S1934-5909(22)00261-2?dgcid=raven_jbs_etoc_email
https://www.cell.com/cell-stem-cell/fulltext/S1934-5909(22)00261-2?dgcid=raven_jbs_etoc_email
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S1525861013002806

