
Open AccessISSN: 2736-657X

Virology: Current ResearchPerspective
Volume 08:05, 2024

*Address for Correspondence: Bruce Manal, Department of Virology, School of 
Laboratory Medicine and Medical Sciences, University of KwaZulu-Natal, Durban 
4001, South Africa, E-mail: manalb@gmail.com
Copyright: © 2024 Manal B. This is an open-access article distributed under the 
terms of the Creative Commons Attribution License, which permits unrestricted 
use, distribution, and reproduction in any medium, provided the original author 
and source are credited.
Received: 02 September, 2024, Manuscript No. vcrh-24-153553; Editor assigned: 
04 September, 2024, Pre QC No. P-153553; Reviewed: 16 September, 2024, 
QC No. Q-153553; Revised: 23 September, 2024, Manuscript No. R-153553; 
Published: 30 September, 2024, DOI: 10.37421/2736-657X.2024.8.270

Advancing the Rapid Engineering of Vesicular Stomatitis Virus 
through Synthetic Virology
Bruce Manal*
Department of Virology, School of Laboratory Medicine and Medical Sciences, University of KwaZulu-Natal, Durban 4001, South Africa

Introduction 
Vesicular Stomatitis Virus is a negative-sense RNA virus belonging 

and it has attracted significant attention in recent years due to its potential 
as a model organism for understanding viral pathogenesis, as well as its 
promising applications in gene therapy, oncolytic virotherapy, and vaccine 
development. Traditional methods for studying and engineering VSV have 
been limited by time-consuming and labor-intensive processes. However, the 
advent of synthetic virology, a multidisciplinary approach combining molecular 
biology, genetic engineering, and computational tools, has revolutionized the 
ability to rapidly manipulate VSV and other viruses for various research and 
therapeutic purposes. Synthetic virology allows for the precise engineering of 
viral genomes, enabling researchers to design and construct viral variants with 
tailored properties. This ability to control and modify viruses at a genomic level 
has accelerated the development of novel viral vectors, therapeutic strategies, 
and disease models. In this article, we explore how synthetic virology has 
advanced the rapid engineering of VSV, focusing on the methodologies, 
applications, and future prospects of this exciting field [1,2].

Description
Vesicular Stomatitis Virus is a negative-strand RNA virus that primarily 

infects livestock, causing vesicular lesions on the mouth, udder, and hooves 
of affected animals. Although VSV is not considered a major threat to human 
health, its genetic and biological similarities to other clinically significant 
viruses, such as rabies and Ebola, make it an attractive model for studying 
viral infections and developing novel antiviral strategies. VSV has several 
characteristics that make it a valuable tool in synthetic virology. First, its 
genome is relatively simple compared to other viruses, consisting of a single-
stranded, negative-sense RNA molecule that encodes five structural proteins: 
nucleoprotein, phosphoprotein, matrix protein, glycoprotein and the RNA-
dependent RNA polymerase. The virus also exhibits robust replication in 
cultured cells and can be easily propagated in a laboratory setting, making it 
ideal for genetic manipulation. Moreover, VSV’s relatively small genome and 
the presence of an uncomplicated replication mechanism make it a suitable 
candidate for genetic engineering. The ability to insert foreign genes into the 
VSV genome has been explored in numerous applications, including vaccine 
development and oncolytic virotherapy. Synthetic virology involves the design 
and creation of viral genomes using synthetic biology techniques, including 
gene synthesis, genome assembly, and genetic modification. The goal is to 
engineer viruses for specific purposes, such as understanding viral biology, 
creating viral vectors for gene delivery, or designing novel vaccines and 
therapeutics. The power of synthetic virology lies in its ability to design viral 
genomes with highly predictable outcomes, providing researchers with tools 
that were previously unavailable using traditional virology methods [3-5].

Conclusion
In the past 20 years, there has been remarkable progress in the in 

vitro culture of human norovirus. From early attempts with B-cell lines to 
the development of sophisticated human intestinal organoid models, these 
advancements have significantly improved our ability to study norovirus 
pathogenesis, viral replication, and interactions with host cells. As a result, we 
now have a more accurate understanding of the virus’s lifecycle, the receptors 
it uses to enter cells, and its relationship with the gut microbiome. Moreover, 
these developments have opened up new possibilities for drug and vaccine 
development, which are crucial for controlling norovirus infections and reducing 
their public health impact. While challenges remain, particularly in scaling up 
the replication of human norovirus in vitro, these advancements represent 
a crucial step forward in the fight against one of the world’s most prevalent 
gastrointestinal pathogens. As research continues to evolve, the prospects for 
new therapies and vaccines against human norovirus are brighter than ever. 
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