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Introduction
Water is a crucial resource for any country's socio-economic development. In 
China, the relationship between water use and economic growth is particularly 
significant due to the country's rapid industrialization, urbanization, and 
population growth. Evaluating China's water resource utilization through 
the lens of its dynamic relationship with economic growth provides insights 
into sustainable development practices and future policy directions. China 
is endowed with substantial water resources, yet their distribution is uneven 
across the country. The nation faces severe challenges in managing these 
resources due to regional disparities, seasonal variations, and increasing 
demand driven by economic activities. The distribution of water resources in 
China is highly uneven. The southern regions, such as the Yangtze River Basin, 
are water-rich, while the northern areas, including the Yellow River Basin, face 
significant water shortages. This geographical disparity complicates national 
water management strategies [1].

Description
China experiences significant seasonal variations in water availability. Monsoon 
rains can lead to flooding in the summer months, while winters are often 
marked by droughts, particularly in the north. These seasonal extremes pose 
challenges for water storage, distribution, and utilization. China's economic 
structure significantly influences water demand. Agriculture, industry, and 
domestic use are the primary sectors consuming water. With the country's 
economic transition from an agriculture-based to an industrial and service-
oriented economy, the patterns of water use have shifted accordingly. Before 
the economic reforms initiated in 1978, China's economy was predominantly 
agrarian. Water use during this period was largely agricultural, focused on 
irrigation to enhance food security. The government's centralized control over 
water resources led to large-scale irrigation projects and dams, such as the 
Dujiangyan Irrigation System and the Three Gorges Dam [2].

The economic reforms of 1978 marked a significant shift in China's economic 
landscape. Rapid industrialization and urbanization followed, leading to 
increased water demand from the industrial and domestic sectors. The shift 
from a planned economy to a market-oriented one also brought changes in 
water resource management, emphasizing efficiency and sustainability. 
Agriculture remains a major water consumer, accounting for about 60% of 
China's total water use. However, inefficient irrigation practices and outdated 
infrastructure have led to substantial water wastage. Efforts to modernize 
agricultural practices include the promotion of drip and sprinkler irrigation 
systems, which enhance water use efficiency. The industrial sector's water 

demand has surged with economic growth. Industries such as manufacturing, 
mining, and energy production are significant water users. Water pollution from 
industrial discharge poses a severe threat to water quality. The government 
has implemented stringent regulations and encouraged the adoption of cleaner 
production technologies to mitigate these impacts [3,4].

Urbanization has led to increased domestic water consumption. Cities face 
challenges in providing adequate and safe water supplies to their growing 
populations. Investments in urban water infrastructure, such as water treatment 
plants and distribution networks, are crucial to meet the rising demand. Climate 
change poses significant challenges to China's water resource management. 
Changes in precipitation patterns, increased frequency of extreme weather 
events, and rising temperatures affect water availability and demand. Adapting 
to these changes requires robust water management policies and infrastructure. 
Adopting a holistic approach that considers the interconnections between 
water, land and ecosystems. Adopting a holistic approach that considers the 
interconnections between water, land and ecosystems. Engaging stakeholders, 
including local communities, in decision-making processes to ensure that water 
policies are inclusive and effective [5].

Conclusion
Evaluating China's water resource utilization through the dynamic relationship 
between water use and economic growth highlights the importance of sustainable 
water management practices. As China continues to grow economically, it must 
balance water demand with resource availability, address regional disparities 
and adapt to the impacts of climate change. Effective governance, technological 
innovation and public participation are key to achieving sustainable water 
resource management and ensuring long-term economic prosperity. Investing 
in renewable energy projects, such as hydropower and solar power, to reduce 
water-intensive energy production.

Acknowledgement
None.

Conflict of Interest
There are no conflicts of interest by author.

References
1. Bansal, Pratima and Hee-Chan Song. "Similar but not the same: Differentiating 

corporate sustainability from corporate responsibility." Acad Manag Ann 11 (2017): 
105-149.

2. Suriyankietkaew, Suparak. "Taking the long view on resilience and sustainability with 
5Cs at B. Grimm." Glob Bus Organ Excell 38 (2019): 11-17.

3. Ferreira, Joao Jose M., Cristina I. Fernandes and Vanessa Ratten. "A co-citation 
bibliometric analysis of strategic management research." Scientometrics 109 (2016): 
1-32.

4. Engert, Sabrina, Romana Rauter and Rupert J. Baumgartner. "Exploring the 
integration of corporate sustainability into strategic management: A literature review." 
J Clean Prod 112 (2016): 2833-2850.

mailto:taskin@edu.cn
https://journals.aom.org/doi/abs/10.5465/annals.2015.0095
https://journals.aom.org/doi/abs/10.5465/annals.2015.0095
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1002/joe.21918
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1002/joe.21918
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s11192-016-2008-0
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s11192-016-2008-0
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0959652615011208
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0959652615011208


J Glob Econ, Volume 12:02, 2024Emmanuel T.

Page 2 of 2

5. Zhang, Xiao Hong, ShiHuai Deng, WenJu Jiang and YanZong Zhang, et al. 
"Emergy evaluation of the sustainability of two industrial systems based on wastes 
exchanges." Resour Conserv Recycl 55 (2010): 182-195.

How to cite this article: Emmanuel, Taskin. “An Evaluation of China's Water 
Resource Utilization Based on the Dynamic Relationship between Water Use 
and Economic Growth.” J Glob Econ 12 (2024): 452.

https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0921344910002089
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0921344910002089

