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Introduction
Hashimoto's thyroiditis and differentiated thyroid cancer are both common 

thyroid disorders that can coexist in the same individual. HT is an autoimmune 
condition characterized by chronic inflammation and destruction of the thyroid 
gland, leading to hypothyroidism in some cases. DTC, on the other hand, is 
a malignancy arising from thyroid follicular cells and includes papillary thyroid 
carcinoma and follicular thyroid carcinoma. The coexistence of HT with DTC 
presents unique challenges in the evaluation of treatment response and post-
operative monitoring of anti-thyroglobulin antibodies. In this article, we discuss 
the clinical implications of this coexistence and strategies for managing these 
patients. The coexistence of HT with DTC is well-documented, with prevalence 
rates ranging from 20% to 60% in various studies. The presence of HT in 
DTC patients has been associated with a lower risk of lymph node metastasis 
and a better prognosis in some studies, although conflicting data exist. The 
autoimmune inflammation seen in HT may have a protective effect against 
the development and progression of DTC in some cases. The evaluation of 
treatment response in DTC patients with coexisting HT can be challenging due 
to the presence of TgAb, which can interfere with the measurement of serum 
thyroglobulin, a marker used for monitoring DTC recurrence. In patients with 
detectable TgAb, serum Tg levels may be falsely low or undetectable, making 
it difficult to assess treatment response. In such cases, alternative imaging 
modalities, such as neck ultrasound, may be used to monitor for recurrence 
[1-3]. 

Description
Monitoring of TgAb levels is crucial in DTC patients with coexisting HT to 

interpret serum Tg measurements accurately. Persistent or increasing TgAb 
levels post-operatively may indicate residual or recurrent disease, even in the 
presence of low or undetectable serum Tg levels. Serial monitoring of TgAb 
levels, along with imaging studies, can help assess treatment response and 
detect recurrence in these patients. Management of DTC in patients with 
coexisting HT requires a multidisciplinary approach involving endocrinologists, 
surgeons, and oncologists. Thyroid hormone replacement therapy is often 
necessary for patients with HT-related hypothyroidism, but the optimal 
management approach for DTC may vary depending on the individual patient's 
characteristics and disease course. Close monitoring of serum Tg levels, TgAb 
levels, and imaging studies is essential for early detection of recurrence and 
appropriate management. The coexistence of Hashimoto's thyroiditis with 
differentiated thyroid cancer presents unique challenges in the evaluation of 

treatment response and post-operative monitoring. Monitoring of TgAb levels 
is crucial for interpreting serum Tg measurements accurately and assessing 
treatment response. A multidisciplinary approach involving endocrinologists, 
surgeons, and oncologists is essential for the optimal management of 
these patients. Further research is needed to elucidate the underlying 
mechanisms linking HT and DTC and to optimize treatment strategies for 
this patient population. The pathophysiological relationship between HT and 
DTC is not fully understood, but several hypotheses have been proposed. 
Chronic inflammation in HT is thought to create an environment conducive 
to carcinogenesis. The persistent lymphocytic infiltration in HT might lead to 
DNA damage and promote oncogene activation. Conversely, some studies 
suggest a protective effect of HT against more aggressive forms of DTC, 
possibly due to the immune system's heightened surveillance. Epidemiological 
studies indicate a higher prevalence of DTC in patients with HT compared to 
the general population. This coexistence necessitates careful evaluation, as 
the presence of HT can obscure the clinical presentation of DTC. For instance, 
thyroid nodules, which are common in both conditions, may complicate the 
differentiation between benign and malignant lesions. Diagnosing DTC in 
the context of HT involves a combination of clinical examination, imaging, 
and fine-needle aspiration biopsy (FNAB). Ultrasonography is a crucial tool, 
providing detailed images of the thyroid gland and guiding FNAB. However, the 
inflammatory changes in HT can make ultrasound interpretation challenging. 
Hypoechoic areas and irregular vascular patterns are typical in both HT and 
DTC, requiring experienced radiologists for accurate assessment [4,5].

Conclusion
Advances in molecular testing, imaging, and assay development 

hold promise for improving the management of patients with HT and DTC. 
Emerging biomarkers and genetic profiling may offer more precise diagnostic 
and prognostic tools, enabling personalized treatment strategies. Additionally, 
novel therapeutic approaches targeting the immune microenvironment are 
being explored to enhance treatment efficacy and reduce recurrence rates. 
The coexistence of Hashimoto's thyroiditis and differentiated thyroid cancer 
presents unique diagnostic, therapeutic, and monitoring challenges. A 
comprehensive approach that integrates clinical, imaging, and laboratory data 
is essential for optimal patient management. Advances in assay technology 
and molecular diagnostics offer promising avenues for improving the accuracy 
of monitoring and treatment response evaluation. As our understanding of 
the interplay between autoimmunity and thyroid cancer continues to evolve, 
personalized treatment strategies will be key to enhancing outcomes for 
patients with these coexisting conditions. 

Acknowledgement
None.

Conflict of Interest
None.

mailto:maeriaa@gmail.com


Rep Thyroid Res, Volume 8:01, 2024Maeria A.

Page 2 of 2

How to cite this article: Maeria, Alessandra. “Coexistence of Hashimoto's 
thyroiditis with Differentiated Thyroid Cancer: Evaluation of Treatment Response 
and Post-operative Anti-thyroglobulin Antibodies Monitoring.” Rep Thyroid Res 
8 (2024): 68.

References
1. Lee, Ju-Han, Younghye Kim, Jung-Woo Choi and Young-Sik Kim. "The association 

between papillary thyroid carcinoma and histologically proven Hashimoto's 
thyroiditis: A meta-analysis." Eur J Endocrinol 168 (2013): 343-349.

2. Kim, Eui Young, Won Gu Kim, Won Bae Kim and Tae Yong Kim, et al. "Coexistence 
of chronic lymphocytic thyroiditis is associated with lower recurrence rates in 
patients with papillary thyroid carcinoma." Clin Endocrinol 71 (2009): 581-586.

3. Lai, Xingjian, Yu Xia, Bo Zhang and Jianchu Li, et al. "A meta-analysis of Hashimoto’s 
thyroiditis and papillary thyroid carcinoma risk." Oncotarget 8 (2017): 62414.

4. Resende de Paiva, Christina, Christian Grønhøj, Ulla Feldt-Rasmussen and 
Christian Von Buchwald. "Association between Hashimoto’s thyroiditis and thyroid 
cancer in 64,628 patients." Front Oncol 7 (2017): 53.

5. Weetman, A. P. "Cellular immune responses in autoimmune thyroid disease." Clin 
Endocrinol 61 (2004): 405-413.

https://academic.oup.com/ejendo/article-abstract/168/3/343/6659703
https://academic.oup.com/ejendo/article-abstract/168/3/343/6659703
https://academic.oup.com/ejendo/article-abstract/168/3/343/6659703
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1111/j.1365-2265.2009.03537.x
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1111/j.1365-2265.2009.03537.x
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1111/j.1365-2265.2009.03537.x
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC5617515/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC5617515/
https://www.frontiersin.org/articles/10.3389/fonc.2017.00053/full
https://www.frontiersin.org/articles/10.3389/fonc.2017.00053/full
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1111/j.1365-2265.2004.02085.x

