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 Introduction
Laser refractive surgery, including popular procedures such as LASIK, 

PRK and SMILE, has revolutionized the way people treat refractive vision 
issues, offering patients an opportunity to significantly reduce or eliminate 
their reliance on glasses and contact lenses. These procedures work by 
using advanced lasers to reshape the cornea, addressing common refractive 
errors such as myopia (nearsightedness), hyperopia (farsightedness) and 
astigmatism. Despite its success and increasing popularity, there remain 
numerous misconceptions and fears surrounding laser refractive surgery, 
which often prevent individuals from exploring this life-changing option. 

Many people are deterred from considering laser surgery due to 
misinformation, exaggerated concerns about safety, or a lack of understanding 
about the process and its outcomes. This article aims to explore and debunk 
the most common myths surrounding laser refractive surgery, providing a 
clearer picture of its benefits, risks and overall effectiveness. By addressing 
these misconceptions, individuals can make informed decisions about whether 
laser vision correction is the right choice for them [1].

Description
One of the most common myths about laser refractive surgery is that it 

is an excruciatingly painful procedure. This misconception often arises due 
to the idea of a laser being used on the eye, which understandably causes 
apprehension. However, the reality is quite different. During the procedure, 
numbing eye drops are applied to ensure that the patient does not experience 
any pain. While mild discomfort or dryness may occur post-surgery, it is 
typically temporary and can be managed with eye drops. The entire procedure 
is generally completed in a matter of minutes and the recovery period is short, 
with many patients resuming normal activities the very next day. Another 
widely held myth is that laser refractive surgery is only suitable for younger 
people. In fact, as long as the patient has stable vision and meets other health 
criteria, adults of almost any age can benefit from the procedure. Although 
people over 40 may need to consider alternative treatments for presbyopia 
(such as monovision LASIK), laser surgery can still be effective for those who 
are not experiencing age-related vision changes [2].

There is also the misconception that LASIK surgery causes permanent 
dry eyes, which deters many potential candidates. While LASIK temporarily 
affects the corneal nerves responsible for tear production, the condition is 
usually short-lived and resolves within a few weeks to months. For some, 
dry eye symptoms may persist for a longer period, but these are generally 
manageable with artificial tears or other treatments. It is important to note that 
such symptoms do not typically result in long-term discomfort or complications. 
Another common myth is that laser refractive surgery is a risky procedure with 
a high chance of complications. On the contrary, the risk of complications from 
modern laser eye surgeries, such as LASIK, is very low. With advancements 
in laser technology and the increasing skill of surgeons, the procedure has 

become highly reliable, with most patients experiencing excellent outcomes. 
In fact, more than 96% of LASIK patients achieve 20/25 vision or better, with 
minimal risk of serious complications like vision loss [3].

Financial concerns are also a common deterrent, with many assuming 
that laser refractive surgery is prohibitively expensive. While it is true that the 
upfront cost of the procedure can be significant, it is important to consider 
the long-term savings. Over time, the cost of glasses and contact lenses 
along with their maintenance can far exceed the cost of laser surgery. 
Moreover, many health insurance plans provide partial coverage and there are 
financing options available to make the procedure more affordable. Another 
misconception is that laser surgery is only suitable for people with extreme 
refractive errors. While individuals with severe vision problems may benefit 
greatly from laser surgery, those with mild to moderate refractive errors can 
also see significant improvements. Laser refractive surgery is designed to treat 
a wide range of vision issues and the results can be life-changing, even for 
those with less severe conditions. It is essential for individuals to consult with 
an experienced eye care professional to determine if they are good candidates 
for the procedure [4].

Finally, many people believe that laser vision correction is only suitable 
for individuals with perfectly healthy eyes. However, laser refractive surgery 
can often be performed on patients with conditions like astigmatism, 
nearsightedness and farsightedness, making it a viable option for a broader 
range of individuals than many assume. Certain conditions, such as cataracts 
or severe dry eyes, may prevent someone from being a candidate for LASIK, 
but newer procedures like SMILE and PRK can offer alternatives for patients 
with other eye conditions. The key to a successful outcome is proper evaluation 
and consultation with a skilled surgeon [5].

Conclusion
In conclusion, laser refractive surgery has proven to be a safe and 

effective solution for many individuals seeking to improve their vision. Despite 
its widespread use and success, numerous misconceptions persist, creating 
confusion and uncertainty among potential candidates. By debunking these 
myths and providing clear, accurate information, individuals can better 
understand the benefits, risks and realistic expectations of laser vision 
correction. 

From addressing concerns about pain and recovery time to dispelling 
fears about risks and long-term effects, it is essential to recognize that 
laser refractive surgery has advanced significantly in recent years, making 
it a reliable and accessible option for millions of people. Ultimately, anyone 
considering laser eye surgery should consult with a qualified eye care 
professional to fully understand their options and make an informed decision 
based on their individual needs and circumstances. By separating fact from 
fiction, people can take the first step toward achieving improved vision and a 
better quality of life.

References
1.	 Manche, Edward E., Jonathan D. Carr and Peter S. Hersh, et al. "Excimer laser 

refractive surgery." West J Med 169 (1998): 30.

2.	 Javitt, Jonathan C. and Yen-Pin Chiang. "The socioeconomic aspects of laser 
refractive surgery." Arch Ophthalmol 112 (1994): 1526-1530.

3.	 McCarty, Catherine A., Patricia M. Livingston and Hugh R. Taylor. "Prevalence of 
myopia in adults: Implications for refractive surgeons." J Refract Surg 13 (1997): 
229-234.

mailto:timbecker@hotmail.com
mailto:timbecker@hotmail.com
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC1305094/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC1305094/
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamaophthalmology/article-abstract/640927
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamaophthalmology/article-abstract/640927
https://journals.healio.com/doi/abs/10.3928/1081-597X-19970501-08
https://journals.healio.com/doi/abs/10.3928/1081-597X-19970501-08


J Surg, Volume 20:06, 2024

Page 2 of 2

Becker T.

4.	 El Bahrawy, Mohamed and Jorge L. Alio. "Excimer laser 6th generation: State of the 
art and refractive surgical outcomes." Eye and Vision 2 (2015): 1-9.

5.	 Blum, Marcus, Kathleen Kunert and Walter Sekundo, et al. "LASIK for myopia using 
the Zeiss VisuMax femtosecond laser and MEL 80 excimer laser." J Refract Surg 
25 (2009): 350.

How to cite this article: Becker, Tim. “Exploring Common Misconceptions about 
Laser Refractive Surgery.”J Surg 20 (2024): 176.

https://eandv.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s40662-015-0015-5
https://eandv.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s40662-015-0015-5
https://search.proquest.com/openview/73113bd17c11fa0518d30ac2ec2d2cfa/1?pq-origsite=gscholar&cbl=34110
https://search.proquest.com/openview/73113bd17c11fa0518d30ac2ec2d2cfa/1?pq-origsite=gscholar&cbl=34110

