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Another critical contribution of forensic medicine in war zones is the
determination of the cause of death. In conflict areas, many deaths are violent
and caused by means such as gunshots, bombings, or chemical weapons.
Forensic pathologists examine the bodies of the deceased to determine the
precise cause of death, whether it be through blunt force trauma, gunshot
wounds, or asphyxiation. Such detailed examination can provide crucial
evidence to show how victims died and whether their deaths were a result of
direct combat or if they were extrajudicial killings, executions, or war crimes.
Furthermore, forensic medicine plays an important role in documenting signs
of torture and other forms of ill-treatment. In many conflicts, combatants or
security forces may engage in torture to extract information or instill fear.
The role of forensic medicine in conflict zones is multifaceted, contributing Forensic professionals can identify evidence of torture, such as burns, bruises

not only to the identification and documentation of the dead and missing but a4 injuries consistent with restraint and document this evidence in a way that
also providing critical evidence for human rights investigations, aiding in the can be used in legal proceedings. By doing so, forensic experts contribute to

identification of war crimes and ensuring that justice is served. In a landscape efforts to prosecute individuals responsible for violations of international law,

where the rule of law is often compromised and the fabric of society is tor articularly those related to the Geneva Conventions and human rights laws
apart, forensic medicine helps to piece together the truth, support the dignity p y g

Introduction

War and armed conflict are among the most significant global challenges,
bringing about immense human suffering, loss of life and long-lasting
consequences for individuals, families and societies. Among the many forms
of humanitarian response required in war zones, forensic medicine plays
a crucial role that is often overlooked. Forensic medicine, defined as the
application of medical knowledge to legal questions, becomes particularly vital
in conflict areas where violence, human rights violations and social breakdown
are rampant [1].

of victims and offer vital evidence for both domestic and international legal [4.

proceedings. This delves into the role of forensic medicine in humanitarian Forensic evidence can serve as a key component in investigations

efforts in war zones and conflict areas, exploringits significance, key challenges jnto war crimes. War crimes, as defined by the Geneva Conventions and

and contributions to justice, accountability and reconciliation [2]. the International Criminal Court (ICC), include acts such as the targeting
of civilians, the use of prohibited weapons and the systematic killing or

Description mistreatment of prisoners of war. Forensic medicine provides the evidence

necessary to investigate and prosecute these crimes, which is often difficult

Forensic medicine, as a branch of medicine, deals with the application of to obtain in war zones where access to traditional law enforcement structures
medical science to legal problems. In war zones and areas affected by conflict, is limited. Forensic experts work closely with international bodies such as the
its primary functions revolve around identification, cause of death analysis, United Nations, the International Criminal Court (ICC) and the International
evidence collection and contributing to broader efforts in addressing war  Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia (ICTY) to document war crimes.
crimes and human rights violations. In these settings, forensic experts often |n these efforts, forensic specialists may gather evidence at mass gravesites,
work in collaboration with humanitarian Organizations, gOVemmemal bodies, conduct autopsies and perform other investigative activities to uncover the
international legal authorities and Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOS)  tryth about how victims died, who was responsible and whether intemational
to provide a clearer understanding of the humanitarian situation. One of the laws were violated. This role becomes even more critical in post-conflict

"iost (ljmmel(\i/iate roles olft'f orens;ic medlcitrie |nf confltl)ct Zg.n esis t:e |tt.ient|f|catiﬁn settings when countries or regions begin the difficult process of reconciliation
0! bodies. Mass casuallies, often resu Ing from bombings, shoo |ngs, or the and rebuilding. Forensic investigations into war crimes provide a foundation for
collapse of infrastructure, are a common feature of armed conflct. Many truth-telling processes and help prevent the recurrence of violence by bringin
victims of war are buried hastily in unmarked graves and the scale of death ep o P . i y oringing
perpetrators to justice. The documentation of such evidence can also help

makes it challenging for families to ascertain the fate of their loved ones. ) o o ) " . . -
Forensic pathologists, anthropologists and odontologists employ various provide a sense of justice for victims and their families. While forensic medicine

methods, such as DNA analysis, dental records and facial reconstruction, to ~ has an essential role to play in war zones, it faces numerous challenges, some
help identify the dead and reunite families with their lost members. In addition ~ 0f which may complicate its ability to fulfill its mission effectively [5].

to providing closure for families, the identification process also serves a larger
humanitarianfunction. It provides a means of.qountingthe.dea.ld, ypderstanding CO"C'USiOﬂ
the scale of violence and documenting atrocities. Identifying individuals allows
humanitarian organizations and human rights groups to track the pattern of
violence, providing key evidence that can later be used in international courts
or tribunals to hold perpetrators accountable for war crimes [3].

Forensic medicine plays a critical, albeit often underappreciated, role
in humanitarian efforts in war zones and conflict areas. From identifying the
dead and missing to documenting evidence of war crimes and human rights
violations, forensic professionals provide crucial support in addressing the
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] T o ) o of dignity to victims, the promotion of justice and the reconciliation of societies
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