Mini Review
Volume 12:03, 2024

Journal of Astrophysics & Aerospace Technology

ISSN: 2329-6542 Open Access

Galactic Collisions What We Learn from Interacting Galaxies

Pounds Andrew*
Department of Atmospheric Sciences, University of Phoenix, Phoenix, USA

Abstract

Galactic collisions or interactions between galaxies, offer profound insights into the dynamics, evolution, and growth of galaxies. These cosmic
events, though often violent and chaotic, play a crucial role in shaping the structure and content of the universe. By studying interacting galaxies,
astronomers gain valuable knowledge about the processes that drive galaxy formation and evolution, as well as the fundamental forces at play in
the cosmos. When galaxies collide, they do not simply smash into each other like solid objects; instead, they pass through each other, causing
complex gravitational interactions. These interactions lead to significant changes in the structure and dynamics of the galaxies involved. The
gravitational forces exerted during a collision can trigger a cascade of events, including the compression of gas, the formation of new stars, and
the redistribution of stellar and gas components. Observations of these processes provide key insights into the life cycles of galaxies and the

mechanisms behind their growth and transformation.
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Introduction

One of the most striking phenomena associated with galactic collisions
is the formation of tidal tails and bridges. As galaxies interact, their mutual
gravitational forces create elongated structures of stars and gas that extend
outwards from the main bodies of the galaxies. These tidal features are a
direct result of the gravitational tug-of-war between the colliding galaxies
and serve as a visual record of the interaction. By studying these structures,
astronomers can infer details about the mass and distribution of dark matter,
as well as the strength and duration of the gravitational interactions [1].

Star formation is another crucial aspect influenced by galactic collisions.
The gravitational compression of gas clouds during an interaction can lead
to intense bursts of star formation, often referred to as starbursts. These
starbursts are characterized by a rapid increase in the rate of new star
formation, sometimes producing thousands of stars in a relatively short
period. Observations of interacting galaxies often reveal regions of intense
star formation, marked by bright clusters of young, hot stars. These starbursts
can significantly alter the appearance and evolution of the galaxies involved,
contributing to their overall growth and transformation.

Literature Review

One of the most famous examples of a galactic collision is the interaction
between the Andromeda Galaxy and the Milky Way. Both galaxies are on a
collision course, expected to merge in about 4.5 billion years. Observations
of the Andromeda Galaxy and the Milky Way's satellite galaxies provide clues
about the dynamics of this future collision. Studies suggest that the collision
will trigger a new wave of star formation and significantly reshape both
galaxies. The merger will likely result in a new, larger galaxy, often referred to
as Milkomeda or Milkdromeda. This future event underscores the importance
of galactic collisions in shaping the structure of the universe [2].
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The interaction between the Antennae Galaxies, located about 45 million
light-years away, provides another compelling example of galactic collisions.
This system consists of two galaxies undergoing a major merger, producing an
extraordinary amount of star formation and revealing complex tidal features.
Observations of the Antennae Galaxies using various telescopes, including
the Hubble Space Telescope and the Atacama Large Millimeter/submillimeter
Array (ALMA), have provided detailed images of the tidal tails and the resulting
starburst activity. These observations help scientists understand the stages of
galactic mergers and the processes driving star formation during such events.

Discussion

The role of galactic collisions in triggering the formation of supermassive
black holes is an area of active research. Supermassive black holes, found at
the centers of most galaxies, can grow significantly during galactic mergers.
The inflow of gas and the interactions between the central black holes of
the merging galaxies can lead to an increase in the black hole’s mass [3].
Observations of merging galaxies often reveal active galactic nuclei, where
the central black hole is feeding on surrounding material and emitting
powerful radiation. Studying these AGN provides insights into the growth of
supermassive black holes and their influence on galaxy evolution.

The interplay between dark matter and galactic collisions is another
important aspect of this research. Dark matter, an invisible form of matter
that interacts only through gravity, plays a crucial role in shaping the structure
of galaxies and their interactions. During a collision, the distribution of dark
matter can influence the dynamics of the merging galaxies and the formation
of tidal features. Observations of colliding galaxies, combined with simulations
that model dark matter's behavior, help scientists understand the role of dark
matter in galaxy formation and evolution [4].

Galactic collisions also provide insights into the large-scale structure
of the universe. The merging of galaxies is not a random process but is
influenced by the overall distribution of matter and the gravitational effects of
neighboring structures. Observing these interactions allows scientists to study
the hierarchical nature of galaxy formation, where smaller galaxies merge to
form larger ones. This process contributes to the growth of galaxy clusters and
the large-scale cosmic web, revealing the underlying structure of the universe.

The study of galactic collisions is complemented by advances in computer
simulations that model these interactions. These simulations use sophisticated
algorithms to simulate the dynamics of colliding galaxies, taking into account
the effects of gravity, gas dynamics, and star formation [5]. By comparing
the results of these simulations with observational data, scientists can test
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theories of galaxy formation and evolution and refine their models of cosmic
processes. The combination of observational data and simulations provides
a comprehensive understanding of the complex phenomena associated with
galactic collisions.

Looking ahead, future observations and missions will continue to
enhance our understanding of galactic collisions. Next-generation telescopes
and observatories, such as the James Webb Space Telescope and future
ground-based instruments, will provide even more detailed images and data
on interacting galaxies [6]. These advancements will allow scientists to probe
the early stages of galaxy formation, study the effects of collisions on different
types of galaxies, and explore the broader implications for cosmic evolution.

Conclusion

In conclusion, galactic collisions are a fundamental aspect of the
universe's evolution, providing critical insights into the formation and growth
of galaxies. These interactions drive the creation of tidal features, trigger
starbursts, and contribute to the growth of supermassive black holes. They
also offer a glimpse into the role of dark matter and the large-scale structure
of the universe. By studying galactic collisions, astronomers gain a deeper
understanding of the dynamic processes that shape the cosmos, revealing
the intricate and interconnected nature of the universe’s growth and evolution.
As observational techniques and computational models continue to advance,
our knowledge of these cosmic events will further illuminate the fundamental
processes that govern the universe.
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