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Introduction
Genetic variability in the Vitamin D Receptor (VDR) gene has garnered 

significant interest in recent years due to its potential implications in various 
health conditions, including migraine. This essay delves into a case-control 
study from Southeast Europe that explores the relationship between genetic 
variants in the VDR gene and susceptibility to migraine. It discusses the 
background of migraine as a complex neurological disorder, the role of vitamin 
D and its receptor in health and disease, the methodology and findings of the 
study, implications for clinical practice and future research directions. Migraine 
is a prevalent neurological disorder characterized by recurrent attacks of 
moderate to severe headache, often accompanied by sensory disturbances, 
nausea and sensitivity to light and sound. It affects approximately 12% of the 
population worldwide and is a leading cause of disability. The exact etiology of 
migraine remains incompletely understood but is believed to involve a complex 
interplay of genetic, environmental and neurobiological factors. Vitamin D is 
a fat-soluble vitamin primarily known for its role in calcium homeostasis and 
bone health. However, emerging evidence suggests that it also plays a crucial 
role in immune function, inflammation and neuroprotection [1]. 

Description
The case-control study conducted in Southeast Europe aimed to 

investigate whether genetic variability in the VDR gene is associated with 
susceptibility to migraine. The study recruited a cohort of migraine patients and 
matched them with healthy controls without a history of migraine. Participants 
were genotyped for specific SNPs in the VDR gene using molecular biology 
techniques such as Polymerase Chain Reaction (PCR) and sequencing. The 
selection of SNPs for analysis was based on previous research suggesting 
their potential functional relevance in influencing VDR activity or expression. 
Commonly studied SNPs in the VDR gene include FokI which have been 
implicated in various diseases due to their effects on VDR function and 
vitamin D metabolism. The study identified significant associations between 
certain VDR gene polymorphisms and migraine susceptibility. For example, 
individuals carrying specific alleles or genotypes of the FokI, BsmI, or TaqI 
SNPs in the VDR gene showed increased odds of developing migraine 
compared to those with other genotypes or alleles. These associations were 
statistically significant after adjusting for potential confounding factors such as 
age, gender and vitamin D status [2,3].

Furthermore, subgroup analysis based on migraine characteristics (e.g., 
migraine with aura vs. migraine without aura) revealed differential associations 
with VDR gene polymorphisms, suggesting potential genotype-phenotype 
correlations in migraine pathophysiology. The findings from this case-control 
study have several implications for clinical practice. Genetic screening for 
VDR gene polymorphisms could potentially identify individuals at higher 
risk of developing migraine. This information could facilitate personalized 
management strategies, including targeted prophylactic treatments lifestyle 
modifications [4]. Given the role of vitamin D in neuroprotection and immune 
modulation, optimizing vitamin D status through supplementation may 

benefit migraine patients, especially those with specific VDR gene variants 
associated with increased susceptibility. HealthCare providers could use 
genetic information to counsel migraine patients about their individual risk 
factors and empower them to make informed decisions regarding preventive 
measures and treatment options. Despite the promising findings, further 
research is needed to validate these findings in larger, ethnically diverse 
populations and to elucidate the underlying mechanisms linking VDR gene 
variability to migraine susceptibility. Future studies could explore gene-gene 
and gene-environment interactions, longitudinal studies to assess disease 
progression and functional studies to understand the biological consequences 
of VDR gene polymorphisms on migraine pathophysiology. Additionally, 
integrating multi-omics approaches provide a comprehensive understanding 
of the molecular pathways involved in vitamin D-VDR signaling in migraine 
and identify novel therapeutic targets [5].

Conclusion 
In conclusion, the case-control study from Southeast Europe highlights 

the potential role of genetic variability in the VDR gene as a determinant 
of migraine susceptibility. This research underscores the complex interplay 
between genetic factors, vitamin D metabolism and neurobiology in the 
pathogenesis of migraine. Moving forward, integrating genetic information into 
clinical practice could pave the way for personalized approaches to migraine 
management, ultimately improving outcomes for affected individuals. By 
elucidating the genetic underpinnings of migraine through studies like these, 
researchers can contribute to a deeper understanding of the disease and pave 
the way for more targeted and effective therapeutic interventions in the future.

Acknowledgement 
None.

Conflict of Interest
None.

References
1.	 Bouillon, Roger, Geert Carmeliet, Lieve Verlinden and Evelyne van Etten, et al. 

"Vitamin D and human health: Lessons from vitamin D receptor null mice." Endocr 
Rev 29 (2008): 726-776.

2.	 Bienertová-Vašků, Julie, Filip Zlámal, Aneta Pohořalá and Ondřej Mikeš, et al. 
"Allelic variants in vitamin D receptor gene are associated with adiposity measures 
in the central-European population." BMC Med Genet 18 (2017): 1-9.

3.	 Schürks, Markus, Tobias Kurth, Julie E. Buring and Robert YL Zee. "A candidate 
gene association study of 77 polymorphisms in migraine."  Migraine  J Pain 10 
(2009): 759-766.

4.	 Hussein, Mona, Wael Fathy and Rehab M. Abd Elkareem. "The potential role of 
serum vitamin D level in migraine headache: A case–control study." J Pain Res 
(2019): 2529-2536.

5.	 Cui, Xiaoying, Helen Gooch, Alice Petty and John J. McGrath, et al. "Vitamin D and 
the brain: Genomic and non-genomic actions."  Mol Cell Endocrinol 453 (2017): 
131-143.

How to cite this article: Gaunt, Wang. “Genetic Variability in Vitamin D 
Receptor and Susceptibility to Migraine: A Case-control Study from Southeast 
Europe.” Int J Neurorehabilitation Eng 11 (2024): 576.

mailto:g.gaunt99@gmail.com
https://academic.oup.com/edrv/article-abstract/29/6/726/2355027
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1186/s12881-017-0454-z
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1186/s12881-017-0454-z
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S1526590009003149
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S1526590009003149
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.2147/JPR.S216314
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.2147/JPR.S216314
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0303720717303040
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0303720717303040

