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Abstract
The COVID-19 pandemic has had a profound impact on global economies and individual households, exacerbating pre-existing financial 
vulnerabilities and creating new ones. This article examines the relationship between the COVID-19 crisis and household overindebtedness, with 
a particular focus on the role of debt and financial literacy. The pandemic has led to increased unemployment, reduced income, and heightened 
financial insecurity, driving many households into deeper debt. At the same time, financial literacy plays a crucial role in mitigating these adverse 
effects by enabling individuals to make informed financial decisions. This comprehensive analysis draws on a wide range of literature to explore 
the multifaceted impacts of the pandemic on household debt levels and the importance of financial literacy in navigating these challenges. The 
findings highlight the need for targeted policy interventions to support financially vulnerable households and enhance financial education programs.
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Introduction
The COVID-19 pandemic has triggered a global economic crisis with 

far-reaching consequences for households worldwide. The sudden onset 
of the pandemic and subsequent lockdown measures led to unprecedented 
disruptions in economic activity, resulting in widespread job losses and income 
reductions. These economic shocks have significantly affected household 
financial stability, exacerbating issues of overindebtedness. Overindebtedness, 
characterized by the inability to meet debt obligations, poses severe risks to the 
well-being of households, including increased stress, reduced consumption, 
and limited access to essential services [1]. 

This article aims to explore the intricate relationship between the 
COVID-19 crisis and household overindebtedness, emphasizing the roles of 
debt accumulation and financial literacy. By analyzing existing literature and 
empirical data, we seek to understand how the pandemic has influenced 
household debt levels and the extent to which financial literacy can mitigate 
the adverse effects of this crisis. The discussion will also consider policy 
implications and suggest measures to support households in managing debt 
and enhancing financial resilience.

Literature Review
The COVID-19 pandemic has resulted in substantial economic disruptions, 

leading to increased unemployment and reduced household incomes. Research 
indicates that low-income households and those with precarious employment 
were disproportionately affected, exacerbating financial inequalities. According 
to a report by the International Labour Organization (ILO), global working hours 
declined by an estimated 8.8% in 2020, equivalent to 255 million full-time 
jobs. This loss of income has forced many households to rely on savings or 
incur additional debt to meet their basic needs. Household overindebtedness 

is a significant concern during economic downturns. It is defined as the 
situation where households are unable to meet their debt obligations due to 
a lack of sufficient income or assets. Overindebtedness can lead to severe 
consequences, including psychological stress, poor health outcomes, and 
social exclusion. Studies have shown that overindebted households often cut 
back on essential expenditures, such as healthcare and education, to service 
their debt, further perpetuating the cycle of poverty [2].

Financial literacy, defined as the ability to understand and effectively use 
various financial skills, including personal financial management, budgeting, 
and investing, is crucial in mitigating the adverse effects of economic crises. 
Higher levels of financial literacy are associated with better financial decision-
making, reduced likelihood of overindebtedness, and increased financial 
resilience. During the COVID-19 pandemic, financially literate individuals were 
better equipped to navigate the economic uncertainties, manage their debts, 
and utilize available financial resources more effectively. Empirical studies 
have consistently shown a positive correlation between financial literacy and 
effective debt management. For instance, individuals with higher financial 
literacy are less likely to experience financial distress and are more adept at 
managing their debts. Similarly, a study demonstrated that financial literacy is 
linked to improved financial outcomes, including better debt management and 
higher savings rates [3]. 

Discussion
Given the significant impact of financial literacy on household debt 

management, there is a growing recognition of the need for targeted policy 
interventions and financial education programs. Governments and financial 
institutions have implemented various initiatives to enhance financial literacy, 
particularly among vulnerable populations. These programs aim to equip 
individuals with the necessary skills to make informed financial decisions, 
manage their debts effectively, and build financial resilience [4]. 

The COVID-19 pandemic has exacerbated household debt levels globally. 
With widespread job losses and income reductions, many households have 
been forced to rely on credit to cover basic living expenses. The increased 
reliance on debt, coupled with the uncertainty surrounding the economic 
recovery, has heightened the risk of overindebtedness. The pandemic has 
underscored the importance of financial resilience and the ability to manage 
debt effectively. Financial literacy has emerged as a critical factor in mitigating 
the adverse effects of the COVID-19 pandemic on household finances. 
Individuals with higher levels of financial literacy are better equipped to 
navigate economic uncertainties, manage their debts, and utilize available 
financial resources more effectively. Financial literacy enables individuals 

mailto:cox.evelyn@nova.edu


J Bus Fin Aff, Volume 13:02, 2024Cox E.

Page 2 of 2

to make informed financial decisions, avoid high-cost borrowing, and seek 
financial assistance when needed [5]. 

The findings of this analysis highlight the need for targeted policy 
interventions to support households in managing debt and enhancing financial 
resilience. Governments should prioritize financial education programs, 
particularly for vulnerable populations, to improve financial literacy and 
reduce the risk of overindebtedness. Additionally, policies aimed at providing 
temporary relief to households, such as debt moratoriums and financial 
assistance programs, can help alleviate the immediate financial pressures 
caused by the pandemic [6].

Conclusion
The COVID-19 pandemic has had a profound impact on household 

finances, leading to increased debt levels and heightened financial insecurity. 
Financial literacy plays a crucial role in mitigating these adverse effects by 
enabling individuals to make informed financial decisions and manage 
their debts effectively. Policymakers must prioritize financial education and 
implement targeted interventions to support financially vulnerable households. 
By enhancing financial literacy and providing necessary support, it is possible 
to build financial resilience and reduce the risk of household overindebtedness 
in the face of future economic crises.
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