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Introduction
Betrayal trauma refers to the psychological and emotional distress 

experienced when an individual suffers a profound breach of trust, often 
by someone close, such as a partner, family member, or friend. This type 
of trauma can manifest in various forms, including infidelity, deception, or 
abandonment, and is particularly impactful because it undermines the very 
foundation of interpersonal relationships. Unlike other types of trauma, which 
may result from external events, betrayal trauma often involves a personal 
violation, making its effects deeply personal and pervasive. Understanding the 
intricacies of betrayal trauma is essential not only for those who experience it 
but also for therapists and loved ones seeking to provide support and healing 
[1].

Betrayal trauma refers to the profound psychological and emotional 
distress that arises when an individual experiences a significant breach of 
trust, particularly by someone they deeply rely on, such as a partner, family 
member, or close friend. This form of trauma can emerge from various 
situations, including infidelity, deception, emotional abandonment, or even 
the betrayal of professional trust. Unlike other forms of trauma, which may 
be rooted in external threats or violence, betrayal trauma often strikes at 
the core of personal relationships, making its emotional impact particularly 
intense and complex. The repercussions can ripple through various aspects of 
an individual's life, influencing their sense of self, their ability to trust others, 
and their overall mental health. Understanding betrayal trauma is crucial not 
only for the individuals affected but also for therapists, family members, and 
friends who wish to provide meaningful support during the healing process. 
This article seeks to explore the nuances of betrayal trauma, its emotional 
fallout, and the pathways to recovery [2].

Description
The emotional impact of betrayal trauma can be profound and 

multifaceted. Individuals may experience a range of symptoms, including 
anxiety, depression, anger, and feelings of worthlessness [3]. The initial shock 
and confusion can lead to a sense of disorientation, as victims grapple with 
the reality of being betrayed by someone they trusted. This disillusionment 
can trigger intense emotional responses, such as grief over the loss of the 
relationship as it once was, as well as the fear of future intimacy and trust. 
Moreover, betrayal trauma can lead to long-term psychological effects, 
including Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD) symptoms, such as 
intrusive thoughts and hypervigilance. Individuals may find it challenging to 
establish or maintain future relationships, fearing a repeat of the betrayal. 
Coping mechanisms often include avoidance, denial, or withdrawal, which 
can further exacerbate feelings of isolation and despair.

As the initial shock wears off, individuals may find themselves grappling 

with symptoms that resemble Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD). 
These can include intrusive thoughts, flashbacks to the betrayal, heightened 
emotional sensitivity, and hypervigilance in future relationships [4]. The trauma 
can lead to significant difficulties in establishing trust in new relationships, 
causing victims to either isolate themselves or engage in self-sabotaging 
behaviors that further perpetuate their emotional pain. Coping mechanisms 
in the aftermath of betrayal trauma vary widely. Some may resort to avoidance 
strategies, such as suppressing their feelings or distancing themselves from 
others, while others may display anger or confrontational behavior towards 
those they perceive as untrustworthy. These responses can lead to a cycle of 
isolation, anxiety, and depression, making recovery feel daunting.

Therapeutic approaches to addressing betrayal trauma typically involve 
trauma-informed care, emphasizing the importance of building trust in the 
therapeutic relationship. Techniques such as Cognitive-Behavioral Therapy 
(CBT) and narrative therapy can help individuals reframe their experiences, 
process their emotions, and develop healthier coping strategies. Support 
groups can also be invaluable, providing a safe space for individuals to share 
their experiences and validate their feelings. Understanding the dynamics of 
betrayal trauma is crucial for recovery, as it helps individuals recognize the 
source of their pain and begin to heal [5].

Conclusion
Understanding betrayal trauma is essential for acknowledging the 

emotional impact of broken trust in relationships. The unique nature of this 
trauma, stemming from personal violations by those closest to us, can lead 
to complex emotional responses that affect various aspects of an individual’s 
life. By recognizing the symptoms and long-term effects of betrayal trauma, 
we can foster a deeper understanding of its implications for mental health 
and relationships. Understanding betrayal trauma is critical for acknowledging 
the profound emotional impact of broken trust in personal relationships. The 
unique characteristics of this trauma, stemming from intimate violations by 
those we hold dear, create complex emotional landscapes that can affect 
an individual’s mental health and relational dynamics for years to come. By 
recognizing the symptoms and long-term effects of betrayal trauma, we can 
foster greater awareness and empathy, allowing individuals to feel validated 
in their experiences.

Healing from betrayal trauma is a journey that requires time, patience, 
and the right support. Therapeutic interventions and community support can 
play significant roles in helping individuals navigate their pain and rebuild 
their sense of self-worth and trust. As we continue to explore the intricacies 
of betrayal trauma, we must prioritize awareness and compassion, enabling 
those affected to reclaim their narratives and move toward a more hopeful and 
resilient future.

Acknowledgment
None.

Conflict of Interest
None.

References

mailto:nathaniel.brooks@gmail.com


J Trauma Treat, Volume 13:05, 2024Brooks N, et al.

Page 2 of 2

1.	 Kannan, Viji Diane and Peter J. Veazie. "Predictors of avoiding medical care and 
reasons for avoidance behavior." Med Care 52 (2014): 336-345. 

2.	 Tamaian, Andreea, Bridget Klest and Christina Mutschler. "Patient dissatisfaction 
and institutional betrayal in the Canadian medical system: A qualitative study." J 
Trauma Dissociation 18 (2017): 38-57.

3.	 Spleen, Angela M., Eugene J. Lengerich, Fabian T. Camacho and Robin C. 
Vanderpool. "Health care avoidance among rural populations: results from a 
nationally representative survey." J Rural Health 30 (2014): 79-88. 

4.	 Byrne, Sharon K. "Healthcare avoidance: a critical review." Holist Nurs Pract 22 
(2008): 280-292. 

How to cite this article: Brooks, Nathaniel and Isabella Montgomery. 
“Understanding Betrayal Trauma: The Emotional Impact of Broken Trust.” J 
Trauma Treat 13 (2024): 643.

5.	 Gigler, Margaret E., Emma C. Lathan, Oriana Cardarelli and Chrystal L. Lewis, 
et al. "Young adults’ expectations for healthcare following institutional betrayal." J 
Trauma Dissociation 25 (2024): 299-314. 

https://journals.lww.com/lww-medicalcare/fulltext/2014/04000/predictors_of_avoiding_medical_care_and_reasons.9.aspx
https://journals.lww.com/lww-medicalcare/fulltext/2014/04000/predictors_of_avoiding_medical_care_and_reasons.9.aspx
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/15299732.2016.1181134
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/15299732.2016.1181134
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1111/jrh.12032
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1111/jrh.12032
https://journals.lww.com/hnpjournal/fulltext/2008/09000/healthcare_avoidance__a_critical_review.8.aspx
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/15299732.2022.2120151

